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The nation would not be well advised to permit the 


impoverishment of those who are stewards of our basic 
natural resources. Oroor farmers do not make good con- 
servationists no matter how much they may want to 
meet their responsibilities of stewardship for the nation’s 
resources of soil, water and forests. 
Farmers, comprising 19 per cent of the total popula- 
tion, last year received only about eight per cent 
of the total national income. 
Strong churches and adequate church buildings are 
rarely found in communities where the people are poorly 
housed. 
The best crop that is produced on the farm is the 
worthy boy or girl who takes his or her place in the 
life of the nation. 
A pastor who is a community leader, who knows rural 
problems, is in sympathy with rural ideals and aspira- 
tions, who loves the country and country life, who knows 
the difficulties farm families must face and the social 
problems of farm life, can be a powerful influence in a 
farm community. 
The church should be among the farmers’ most 
ardent champions in the struggle for economic and 
social justice. 
—W. A. Minor, Assistant to the Secretary, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, on The Church and Agriculture, in an 
address to the ministers attending the Town and Country 


Pastors” Institute at Union Seminary in Virginia. 














Letters to the Editors 





Other People Cannot Tell the Difference 





Sole Guardians 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I wish to express my appreciation for 
your coverage of the North American In- 
terseminary Conference in, your January 
16 issue. It was the most complete and 
accurate news report of the conference I 
have seen. 

Reports of speeches, however, cannot 
fully do credit to the tremendous spiritual 
impact the conference had on those of us 
who were present. There was evident 
a movement toward personal evangelical 
religion with its roots deep in the historic 
doctrines of the Christian faith. With 
this was the realization that when the 
united church comes, it will be on just 
that basis. 

It has taken quite a psychological bur- 
den off our minds to realize that we South- 
ern Presbyterians are not after all the 
sole guardians of “the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints.” We found a deep 
spiritual accord with most of the groups 
present, but especially with representa- 
tives of the other Presbyterian and Re- 
formed bodies, 

The question in all our minds as we 
met in our Presbyterian family toward the 
close of the conference was, “Why must 
we be divided by names and organizations 
that are so little different that other peo- 
ple cannot even tell the difference?” 

The time has come for all the Presby- 
terian and Reformed bodies in America 
to be reconciled in one church. Such a 
step would at least heal those wounds in 
the Body of Christ for which we Presby- 
terilans are directly responsible. If some 
of the groups are more “liberal” than we, 
it is equally true that some are more con- 
servative than we. 

This, at least, is the feeling of those of 
our seminary students who have taken the 
opportunity to get acquainted with our 
Presbyterian brethren. A united Presby- 
terian Church seems to us a truer expres- 
sion of the gospel than the present state 
of “schism by common consent.” 

c. M. PROUDFOOT. 

Austin, Texas. 


‘*The State Is My Shepherd’’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

A cartoon has just come to this writer's 
hands which depicts a public sentiment 
now nearing flood tide in our national life, 
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a sentiment well on the way to stultifying 
the ambitions of a pathetically large seg- 
ment of our population. It deals with the 
psychological results of the “Welfare 
State” in the lives of individuals. The 
cartoon created by one of the famous Alley 
Brothers of the Memphis Commercial Ap- 
peal has a grinning, silly looking monarch, 
with features strangely resembling Mr. 
Truman, sitting on an improvised throne. 
He has many hands holding signs that are 
supposed to lure those who seek something 
for nothing, and a prostrate being desig- 
nated “the gullible” is bowing before the 
throne. The signs offer: “Free lunch— 
All pay no work—Free advice— Free sub- 
sidies—Free pensions—Free pills.” Below 
the artist offers a parody on Psalm 23: 

“The State is my shepherd, I shall not 
work; it maketh me to lie down on good 
jobs; it leadeth me by the still factories. 
It deadens my soul; it leadeth me in the 
paths of idleness for politics’ sake. Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of sloth- 
fulness and economic disaster, I will fear 
no evil, for it will be with me; its dole and 
paternalism, they comfort me. It pre- 
pareth a Utopia for me by appropriating 
the earnings of the frugal; it filleth my 
head with fool expectations; my mounting 
inefficiency runneth over. Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life; I shall live on the bounty of 
the State forever.” 

WILLIAM CROWE, JR. 
Wilmington, N. C. 


Tex-Mex Dormitory Restored 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The Texas-Mexican Industrial Institute, 
near Kingsville, Texas, reports the com- 
plete restoration of its largest dormitory 
which was seriously damaged by fire No- 
vember 18. The thirty students and one 
teacher have moved back into their rooms. 
Many friends have made it possible for the 
school to make this quick restoration and 
to pay all bills. Friends have also gen- 
erously sent clothing to replace that lost 
by the boys. . 

S. BROOKS McLANE. 

Kingsville, Texas. 


Missionary Candidates 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


As Iam a missionary candidate, at pres- 
ent studying in an institution outside our 
church, I was very much interested in your 
editorial of January 9, 1950, concerning the 
number of candidates trained in other than 
Southern Presbyterian institutions. I do 
not think you are being quite fair to the 








Write for illustrated catalogue. 


nary and 4 from Columbia Theological 
Seminary). 

(2) Out of the total number of 50, 34 haa 
candidates concerned, the Mission Board, 
or to our dbwn educational institutions. A 
study of the training received by the fifty 
missionaries sent out in the past year 
(OUTLOOK, Jan. 23, 1950) reveals the fol- 
lowing facts: 

(1) Out of the nine ordained mission- 
aries sent to the field, all were without 
exception graduates of one of our semi- 
naries. (5 from Union Theological Semi- 
attended one or more of the institutions 
supported by our church. In other words, 
over twice as many attended our own in- 
stitutions as those who had not. 

(3) Of course, a wide variety of colleges 
and universities were represented. (Co- 
lumbia University as well as Columbia 
Bible School, the University of Chicago 
and Wheaton College, etc.) It may be that 
there are teachings going on in many in- 
stitutions with which we are not in agree- 
ment; however, I believe that it would be 
a serious mistake to challenge either the 
motives or the preparation of a candidate 
simply because he had attended a “ques- 
tionable” school. The selection of each 
candidatee can only be made on an indi- 
vidual basis—irrespective of his under- 
graduate training. 

I am entirely in sympathy with your 
program for challenging “more of our able 
young people with the urgency of world 
missions as they invest their lives in the 
service of Christ.” 


GEORGE T. BROWN. 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—We agree that “the 
selection of each candidate can only be 
made on an individual basis,” but the 
questions we raised are still relevant. 


Pouting Christians 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Please put us down for 50.copies of Hol- 
lingsworth’s “The Case Against Pouting 
Christians.” [I think it is one of the finest 
things I have ever read along that line.... 


JAMES Ss, ALBERTSON. 
Bethesda, Md. 


I am very much interested to have about 
20 copies of the sermon.... 


FRANK S. JONES. 
Leaksville, N. C. 


@EDITORS’ NOTE—Copies of this ser- 
mon are available in pamphlet form. 


Temporary Location 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


The Presbyterian Book Store moved to 
temporary location at 2010 Commerce 
Street in Dallas on February 6, 7 and 8th. 
The Book Store and offices of the South- 
western Branch of the Board of Education 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S&S. 
will be housed in this temporary location 
while the new Presbyterian Book Store 
building is erected at 1814 Main Street, our 
present location. This new building will 
be completed about November 15, 1950 and 
at that time the Book Store and offices will 
be returned to 1814 Main Street. In the 
meantime all first class mail addressed to 
Box 1020, Dallas, Texas, will reach our 
office and the temporary address of 2010 
Commerce will be used. 

ESTELLE AMOS, 
Director of Promotion. 
Southwestern Branch, 
Dallas, Texas. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 


the act of March 3, 1879. 
Richmond 19, Virginia. 


10c a copy. $4.00 a year. 
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Telephone 2-9492. 
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Part of Montreat’s 
New Building Ready 


By Conference Time 
Revised Schedule Shows 


Full Summer’s Activities 


Montreat’s management has_ an- 
nounced that one wing of the confer- 
ence hall will be ready for use during 
the 1950 conference season. Rates be- 
ing quoted for accommodations in this 
building are on a parity with those 
charged at College Hall. 


Schedule Announced 


The summer conference’ schedule 
contains several major changes from 
that previously announced (OUTLOOK, 
Sept. 19). The listing now shows these 
arrangements: 

World Missions Appointees Institute, 
June 27-Aug. 9. 

Presbyterian Educational Association 
of the South, June 28-July 2. 

Young Adults, June 29-July 3. 

Women’s Training School, July 5-12. 

Men’s Conference, July 13-17. 

Sunday School Superintendents, July 
13-17. 


Directors of Religious Education, July 
13-17. 

Leadership Training School, July 
18-27. 

Young People, July 27-Aug. 3. 

Evangelism Conference, July 27- 
Aug. 3. 

World Missions, Aug. 3-9. 

Institute of Theology, Aug. 10-20; 
Stated Clerk’s Assn., Ministers’ Wives’ 
Forum. 

Home Missions, Aug. 21-27. 

Dr. McGregor, head of Montreat’s 
activities, who underwent a major oper- 
ation some weeks ago in Charlotte, N. 
C., is understood to be making a satis- 
factory recovery. 


To Head Camp Montreat 


Sarah Anderson, former head coun- 
selor for Camp Montreat for girls and 
field representative for Belhaven Col- 
lege, has been named director of Camp 
Montreat and has already begun her 
new work. 

Miss Anderson is a graduate of Bel- 
haven and a former director of religious 
education in the First church of Merid- 
ian, Miss., and Columbus, Ga. In 1948 
she spent five months in Europe and 
upon her return became field represen- 
tative for Belhaven. 

Efforts are being made by Miss 
Anderson and her associates to have a 
capacity enrollment in the Montreat 


.camp next June. She succeeds Mrs. Sam 


McBride, 
camp. 


long-time director of the 





i* 
"SARAH ANDERSON 
To direct Camp Montreat. 


Men’s Day to Be Observed 
Throughout USA Church 

Philadelphia. (RNS)—Men’s Day will 
be celebrated throughout the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, on Sunday, Feb. 
26, it was announced here at headquar- 
ters of the denomination’s General As- 
sembly. 

Laymen will receive special recogni- 
tion on this day from clergymen and in 
worship services in which they will par- 
ticipate. 

Appointment of three laymen and a 
clergyman as full-time staff members of 
the National Council of Presbyterian 
Men was also announced. In areas 
where the church has a large constitu- 
ency, the new appointees will help de- 
velop local Council chapters and encour- 
age interest among laymen in the work 
of the church at large. 

The new staff members are Jay Lu- 
man Bush, of Detroit, minister, who has 
been assigned to New York; Gordon H. 
Price, of Bloomfield, N. J., named field 
representative in the Eastern States; 
Hal MeNutt, of Stillwater, Okla., for the 
Central States; and A. O. Dech, of Phila- 
delphia, for the Western States. 

They will be introduced at the Coun- 
cil’s convention in Chicago, Feb. 10-12. 
Theme of the convention, expected to be 
attended by more than 1,000 delegates 
from throughout the U. S., will be 
“Presbyterian Men United for Church 
and Freedom.” 

Among the considerations before the 
Chicago meeting will be one calling for 
“the taking of such steps as are prac- 
ticable toward union between all Pres- 
byterian men in the United States in a 
joint program.” 


Office Building for 
Atlanta Is Approved 
By Extension Board 


General Council Committee 
Is Studying Possibilities 


Approval of the erection of a Presby- 
terian building in Atlanta which 
would house the church’s agencies now 
located there was voted recently by the 
General Assembly’s Board of Church 
Extension. Earlier discussion of this 
possibility had mentioned the construc- 
tion of such a building to include a 
book store in adition to agency offices. 
A committee of the General Council is 
studying the proposal. 

The newly-elected executive secretary 
of the Board, Vernon §. Broyles, was 
expected to assume his duties February 
15. 

G. B. Strickler, who has been treas- 
urer for the home missions committee, 
was named treasurer of the new Board. 

A request was made of the General 
Council’s research committee that it 
consider the question of Presbyterian 
hospitals and homes for the aged and 
report on what might be the Presby- 
terian policy in this field. 


Secretary to Nominate Heads 


In the new manual adopted for the 
direction of the Board’s activities it 
was specified that the executive secre- 
tary shall nominate to the Board the 
secretaries of the respective divisions 
and the heads of departments in the 
divisions. The manual calls for staff 
meetings for the executive secretary and 
the secretaries of divisions at least once 
amonth. Divisions included are: Mis- 
sions, Radio, Christian Relations, Negro 
Work, Evangelism. 

Each division of the Board is to have 
a Council which will serve as a sub- 
committee of the Board. The former 
Committee on Evangelism has been ap: 
proved to serve as the Council on Evan 
gelism until next January 1. 

Finance committee of the new Board 
is: Ralph A. Huie, chairman; Stuart 
R. Oglesby, A. V. Gibson, Warner L. 
Hall, Geo. H. Wright, with Wm. V. 
Gardner, Board chairman, an ex officio 
member. 


Seek Gift for Stillman 


A recommendation of the Negro 
Work Division which was adopted 
asked the Board of Woman’s Work to 
consider Stillman College as a recipient 








of the 1952 Birthday Offering in view 
of Stillman’s 75th anniversary in 1951. 
The Board approved of the release of 
1938 and 1942 Birthday 
funds for the erection of a gymnasium 


Auxiliary 


and auditorium at Stillman. 

An action was reversed which had 
previously been taken by which the 
Board declined to assume responsibility 
for the Robert Hungerford School at 
Eatonville, Fla. 
the use of a sum up to $1,000 budgetea 
for the Hungerford School to be used 


Instead, it authorized 


to establish a Negro baby clinic at the 
Rice Memorial church in Atlanta. 

The Board voted to assume full re- 
sponsibility for Sunday School Exten- 
sion, previously directed by the Re- 
ligious Education Committee, beginning 
April 1, and assigned it to the direc- 
tion of James M. Carr, secretary of 
Town and Country Church Work in the 
Division of Missions. It likewise took 
over the responsibility of the Defense 
Service Council as of April 1 and asked 
for a possible change of name for this 
work. 


Missions Celebration Planned 


An invitation of the Board of Na- 
tional Missions of the Presbyterian 
Chureh, USA, to participate in the 
sesquicentennial celebration of national 
missions in 1952 was accepted. This 
was authorized by the 1949 General 
Assembly. Dr. Broyles and Dr. Gardner 
were authorized to appoint a committee 
to work with a USA committee in plan- 
ning the celebration. 

It was voted by the Board to make 
its Minutes available to the church 
papers as quickly as possible. (Edito- 
rial, p. 8.) The next meeting is to be 
held April 19. 





College Handbook Will Serve 
Both US and USA Churches 


The Going-to-College Handbook which 
has served the Presbyterian Church, US, 
during the past four years, will this 
year serve also the USA church. 

This annual publication, developed by 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, has 





VOLUME FOUR 


HANDBOOK 


PRICE TWENTY-FIVE CENTS PER CoPY 
To extend its service to 
USA churches. 


had a wide and enthusiastic reception 
in its first years. Before the recent 
USA endorsement it had attracted some 
USA colleges within US boundaries and 
it has been used by ministers and 
churches from the USA communion as 
well as by those of the US. 

In the recent Convocation on Higher 
Education in Cincinnati where represen- 


COMPLETE OLD TESTAMENT REVISION—A group of America’s foremost Bibli- 
eal scholars and religious educators are shown at work on the Revised Standard 
Version of the Old Testament at New Haven, Conn. They have just completed the 


first draft after working 12 years on the manuscript. 


Left to right around the 


table, they are: George Dahl, James Muilenburg, Julius A. Bewer, J. Philip Hyatt, 
Fleming James, Luther A. Weigle, chairman; Millar Burrows, Harry M. Orlinsky, 


Herbert G. May, and William A. Irwin.- 


RNS Photo. 


tatives of the 44 church-related colleges 
and the 107 Westminster Foundations 
gathered it was voted unanimously that 
cooperation be given in this effort dur- 
ing the coming year by USA institu- 
tions. 

The handbook is purchased by 
churches desiring to assist young peo- 
ple in their choices of a college and 
in their adjustments in college life. 
Many women’s groups and others hold 
going-to-college banquets or parties and 
present the publication with their com- 
pliments; and pastors conduct going- 
to-college services when the book is dis- 
tributed. Even wider and more fruit- 
ful use for the book is found, however, 
with high school age students from 
freshmen on, as they are beginning to 
consider college possibilities. Chris- 
tian Education Month in April and Au- 
gust-September dates attract the most 
interest in the use of the publication. 

The current issue of the book, vol- 
ume Four, features editorials on over- 
emphasized Football and the need for 
pioneers in other than material en- 
deavor; articles by John P. Marquand, 
Herbert Hoover, Harry G. Goodykoontz, 
Mildred McAfee Horton, D. Maurice 
Allan, Kenneth J. Foreman and others. 
It presents every Presbyterian, US, col- 
lege and some from the USA, with pic- 
tures and stories of special attractions 
at these institutions. 


Kentucky Presbytery Approves 


Kentucky’s Transylvania Presbytery 
has added its unanimous approval to 
the plan to unite Presbyterian US-USA 
young people’s work on a year-round 
basis. Muhlenburg Presbytery had al- 
ready voted its approval (OUTLOOK, 
Jan. 30). 


First Draft of Revised 
Old Testament Completed 


New York. (RNS)—Completion of 
the first draft of the Revised Standard 
Version of the Old Testament was an- 
nounced here by Luther A. Weigle, 
dean-emeritus of Yale University Di- 
vinity School. 

Dr. Weigle made the announcement on 
behalf of a group of America’s fore- 
most Biblical scholars and religious edu- 
cators who have spent twelve years 
working on the manuscripts. He said 
it will now be distributed to individual 
members of the group for final revision. 
Publication date has been set for Sep- 
tember, 1952. 

The revised version of the Old Testa- 
ment will be a companion to the Re- 
vised Standard Version of the New 
Testament, completed by the same group 
in 1945 and published the following 
year. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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For the season which includes Race Relations Sunday and Brotherhood Month 


here is a moving, searching story of one woman’s personal experience. 


It Is a Thing of Spirit 


HEN WE FIRST arrived in 
W Japan, and were for a time liv- 

ing in Tokyo, friends told us 
that we would eventually be fresh meat 
for a man from New York City. He 
liked nothing better, they warned us, 
than to get his claws into a dyed-in-the- 
wool Southerner, and to leave his head 
bloody, if unbowed, in an argument on 
the race question. 

Not long after this warning we 
chanced to meet him at one of those 
frequent gatherings of Americans, for 
which Tokyo is noted. He was pointed 
out to us about the time someone set 
him on our trail. I saw him worming 
his way toward me with a do-or-die ex- 
pression on his face. Bringing a friend 
in tow, he managed a proper introduc- 
tion, and seated himself by my side. It 
was fun to watch him plunge into his 
subject. 

‘“‘Where are you from in the States?” 
he asked me, in order to have a spring- 
board for his argument. 

“South Carolina. And you?” I asked, 
feeling that I wanted at least to be able 
to stay neck and neck in this run of 
wits. 

“New York City,” he replied hastily, 
plainly showing that he hated these pre- 
liminaries. 

“Have you ever lived in the South?” 
I asked him, getting there first with the 
most. He sensed it too. 

“No, I never have,’’ he answered po- 
litely enough. Then, without more ado 
he plunged with his question as to how 
I stood on the Negro question. 

“Until you have lived in one of these 
four states, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Alabama or Mississippi,’’ I told him 
firmly, ‘‘I feel that you are too ignorant 
of this question for a really intelligent 
discussion.”’ 


Christians Have Only One Stand 


That stopped him cold. As a matter 
of fact, had we gone into our discussion, 
I dare say that we should have agreed 
on most points. We were both Chris- 
tians, and Christians, in the real sense 
of the word, can have but one stand on 
this race question. It is a queer thing, 
and I cannot explain it to myself, but 
something clogs within me when this 
subject is brought up for discussion by 
one who has never lived intimately with 
Negroes. For an all-round understand- 
ing of this difficult question, a sojourn 
below the Mason-Dixon line is absolutely 
essential. 

My upbringing has been typically 
Southern in every sense of the word. 
I grew up on a farm and our nearest 





*Mrs. Vernon A. Crawford is wife of 
the pastor at Sparta, Ga. The Craw- 
fords were missionaries to Japan from 
1929 to 1941. 
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neighbors were always the Negro ten- 
ants. One of my first memories is that 
of walking along the road, holding to 
Negro Isaac’s bronze finger. The two of 
us were discussing heaven. 

‘“‘Will you be an angel, Ike?” I asked 
him. 

“Yes, Honey, an’ I'll be jes’ as white 
as you is now,” he smilingly told me. 
That was over forty years ago, yet I 
still blush to remember the things I told 
good, old Isaac. We ended the conversa 
tion by my saying, with all the dignity 
I could muster for one of pre-school age, 
that I hoped he would go to heaven, 
but that he must make no mistake about 
the thing, build up no false hopes, he 
would still be black. 


“Slaves” and ‘‘Masters”’ 


We children had playhouses in the 
pine woods which separated our place 
from the Negro tenant’s house. Lige’s 
children had come in stairsteps too, sc 
there was a “‘slave’’ for each one of us 
as we met daily to play ‘“‘slavety-time.” 
Black Hannah was mine, while Solomon, 
Liza and Virginia served my brother and 
sisters. Each morning they met us with 
strong dogwood switches with which we 
performed the daily rites of ‘“‘wearing 
them out.’’ The cries of the make-be- 
lieve slaves set the woods ringing. If 
we, the masters, forgot to apply the 
switch, the slaves reminded us of the 
omission. 

During the months when schools were 
in session, the white and Negro children 
traveled in the same direction to their 
schools. Whenever we chanced to meet 
up on the dirt road, or the railroad 
track, there was trouble between us. 
Our parents settled things by ordering 
the Negroes to stick to the dirt road— 
that is—if we preferred the railroad for 
our path. This kept up for years. 

I record these incidents to show, that 
from my earliest childhood, I KNEW 
that I. was better than any Negro living. 
There was no question about it, I was 
white, they were dark—therefore in- 
ferior. It bothered me not at all. The 
first question about the thing was 
planted in my mind after my sophomore 
year at college. 


One Summer at Blue Ridge 


That summer I was sent to the sum- 
mer conference of the Y. W. C. A. held 
at Blue Ridge, North Carolina, to rep- 
resent my college group. There, by 
virtue of having a voice, which, when 
raised in true country style, could be 
heard a mile, I was elected cheerleader 


for the group of young women students 
gathered from the South Atlantic states. 

Each evening, after dinner, we would 
gather on the expansive steps of Robert 
E. Lee Hall, to sing and watch the sun- 
set beyond the mountains. One particu- 
lar night, as we were gathered there, a 
taxicab came from the woodsy road, and 
began to approach the conference hall. 
One of the leaders called out to me to 
start a song of welcome for Miss Brown, 
who was then approaching in the taxi. 
I stood, raised my arms for the attention 
of the group, before sounding the note 
for the song. Just then I chanced to 
glance at Miss Brown. Lo and behold, 
Miss Brown was BLACK! My voice 
curdled in my throat, and to save my 
life, I could not have uttered a sound, 
so great was my shock. A lovely girl, 
from Virginia, seeing my plight, stepped 
down from the crowd, and led the group 
in a rousing welcome to our speaker for 
the evening, Miss Brown. 

I slipped out from the crowd, and 
made it hurriedly to my room, covered 
with confusion. Once there, I shut the 
door, and began to question myself. 

‘“‘Why could you not lead the song for 
Miss Brown? What if she is a Negro; 
who made her so? Was it not God who 
made her black and you white? How 
much did you have to do with your 
color, how much did she with being 
black? Things could so easily have been 
reversed. Is it a sin to be black? If 
so, then God must be blamed, not Miss 
Brown. How did the other girl, from 
a southern state, manage to feel differ- 
ently? Is she a bigger person than you 
are, more Christian?’’ My mind was in 
a turmoil. I wanted so much to talk to 
someone wiser than myself about this 
thing which had suddenly arisen to 
smite my complacency, but there was 
no time. The bugle was sounding the 
call for the evening meeting. 


First Time: An Educated Negro 


When I entered the hall, and saw Miss 
Brown on the platform, I realized that 
I was about to hear an educated Negro 
speak for the first time in my nineteen 
years. Until this minute, I had judged 
all the Negro race by the field hands 
and the washwomen on our farm. The 
tragedy in our Southland today is that 
most of us still think of them in this 
blanket fashion. We fail to see that 
they follow the pattern of all other races 
with inferior and superior people in 
their ranks. We fail to see the strivings 
which the race has made against terrible 
odds, and the progress made by them 
when given even a half-chance to im- 
prove their place in the sun. In short, 
the average Southerner has drawn a 
dark shade in his mind against the glar- 
ing light of truth on this question of 
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the Negro’s place in our American so- 
ciety. 

Miss Brown arose to speak with a 
poise equal to that of any one of my 
college professors. She spoke quietly 
and interestingly about her race and 
their longings to find their place in our 
American life. She traced our preju- 
dices, the reasons for them and their re- 
sults on the life of the Negro citizens of 
our great commonwealth. Then she 
made an appeal for fair treatment of 
her race, for equal opportunities and 
equal protection for the Negroes. I left 
the hall deeply stirred, and entirely 
stripped of my lifetime prejudices. 
Within me there was deep resolve to 
fight my brand of prejudice wherever I 


found it, and to do all in my power to 
help others, who are bound by it, to the 
same cleansing experiences I have had. 


Highlight of Spiritual Development 


I look back upon that one night’s ex- 
perience as one of the highlights of my 
spiritual development. Without it my 
life among the Japanese race—a darker 
people—would have been far from the 
joyful experience that it proved to be. 
When we arrived in Yokohoma we were 
met at the boat by the Japanese prin- 
cipal of Language School in Tokyo. As 
he held out his hand to shake mine it 
was exactly the color of Isaac’s which I 
held when I assured him that he would 


remain black in heaven. I took his hand 
with an especial warmth, and whispered 
my thanks to God for helping me across 
the color line, which is a stumbling 
block to so many who have inherited 
their prejudices without ever really 
thinking them through. 


No one has the answer to this burn- 
ing question of our time. Much harm 
can be done for both the white and the 
black citizens of our country by hasty 
legislation. Of this I’m sure, whatever 
is done to alleviate the now-existing 
system of unfairness to our colored citi- 
zen it must begin in the minds and 


hearts of all freedom loving citizens 
first, for after all, it is a thing of spirit. 


Lenten Reading List 


NE OF THE FINEST tributes to 
books and reading ever made was 
the reply made by Alice to 

Humpty Dumpty in Alice Through the 
Looking Glass. Humpty Dumpty was 
astounded by Alice’s knowledge, and 
made bitter accusations against her. He 
cried, ‘““You’ve been listening at doors— 
and behind trees—and down chimneys 
—or you couldn’t have known!” 

Alice calmly replied, “I haven’t in- 
deed! It’s in a book.” 

So many things “are in a book.”’” So 
much of the needed wisdom of life is in 
a book. Books are swinging doorways 
opening into life. 

The rich collection of religious books 
published within the past year reveals 
a wide variety of open doors. There are 
books opening into the past, to the Bible, 
with its timely timelessness; books 
through whose windows we look out on 
the present and future; books which are 
alluring doorways into an enlarged un- 
derstanding of the Christian faith and 
its revelance to the world’s present 
need; and quickening books of aid to 
the inner life of the spirit, leading into 
the secret places of the mind and heart 
where the springs of life are coiled. 


Selection Is Varied 


In selecting the list the attempt has 
been made to present the attractiveness 
and richness of this great variety. On 
the list are books of various types, both 
scholarly and popular, and appealing to 
different groups of readers. A constant 
grief to the selector of the list has been 
the rigorous limit of twenty-five books, 
thus excluding many equally 
good and valuable, which might have 
been chosen. 

The list makes an exciting, beckoning 
invitation to mental and spiritual adven- 
ture. Everyone, laymen and ministers 


books, 


*Professor of Homiletics at the Yale 
University Divinity School. Requested 
by the Religious Publishers Group to 
select the Lenten list, Dr. Luccock read 
over 100 volumes in making his final 
choice. 


Chosen by HALFORD E. LUCCOCK* 
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alike, can find something, not only to 
his taste, but also to his lasting profit 
and pleasure. All will help to fulfill 
the supreme obligation to ‘“‘love God 
with the mind.” 


MARY, by Scholem Asch. G. P. Put- 
nam’s Sons. $3.50. One of the great 
living novelists builds a gripping story 
around the figure of the mother of Jesus. 
Similar in scope, treatment and impres- 
sive power to Asch’s two other great 
novels dealing with New Testament his- 
tory and times, The Nazarene and The 
Apostle. Thorough knowledge of the 
background and history united with a 
high degree of the novelist’s craft. 


CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILIZATION, 
PART II—Specific Problems, by Emil 
Brunner. Charles Scribner’s Sons. $2.50. 
If a book is a tool for plowing the 
mind, here is good plowing! One of the 
world’s foremost theologians holds the 
plumb line of the Christian revelation 
to our culture and civilization. Its de- 
tailed explorations of today’s problems, 
and its demonstration of the world’s 
need of Christianity, make this a book 
of major importance and interest. 


MAN’S DESTINY IN ETERNITY, by 
Arthur H. Compton and others. Beacon 
Press. $2.75. Not light reading, but 
very rewarding. Discussions of immor- 
tality and of the idea of God as affected 
by modern knowledge, by such outstand- 
ing leaders of religious thought as Wil- 
liam Ernest Hocking, Jacques Maritan, 
Reinhold Niebuhr, Maude Royden, 
Arthur H. Compton and others. 


OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLES, by 
Gardiner M. Day. Morehouse-Gorham 
Co. $2.00. The Ten Commandments are 
always “in date.” No one ever really 
‘‘breaks’’ them; they merely break them- 
selves upon them! These brief thought- 


ful and suggestive chapters on the 
decalogue take again the ancient truths 
from Sinai and set them in the stream 
of modern life. 


HOW CAME OUR FAITH, by W. A. L. 
Elmslie. Charles Scribner's Sons. $3.25. 
A notable presentation, with sustained 
interest, of the religion of Israel, giving 
the long panorama of Hebrew history 
and of the Old Testament, and their in- 
dispensable contribution to Christianity 
and to meeting the problems, both indi- 
vidual and social, of our own day. 
Solid, but by no means heavy; readable 
and interesting. 


THE MAN FROM NAZARETH, by 
Harry Emerson Fosdick. Harper & Bros. 
$3.00. An original approach to the per- 
sonality of Jesus through the eyes of 
his contemporaries, as eight different 
groups saw him. A scholarly work into 
which years of study have gone, of great 
importance to contemporary religious 
thinking, written with the old, unfailing 
magic of the Fosdick style. 


ONE MAN’S TESTIMONY; by Norman 
Godall. Harper & Bros. $1.50. The 
title describes the book, but can give no 
idea of its rare quality. In form it is 
the author’s testimony, from personal 
experience, to the relevance of the Chris- 
tian faith to the world. But as he 
writes, he brings the gospel into sur- 
prising and illuminating touch with the 
perplexities and problems of people to- 
day. Thus one man’s experience be- 
comes universalized. Very readable. 


ALBERT SCHWEITZER: GENIUS IN 
THE JUNGLE, by Joseph Gollomb. Van- 
guard Press. $2.75. A new telling of 
an old story that has thrilled millions, 
the life and work of Albert Schweitzer. 
Written ‘or a popular audience, with 
graphic, dramatic quality, the narrative 
carries the reader along with eager at- 
tention. 


CHRIST’S VICTORY AND OURS, by 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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Frederick C. Grant. Macmillan. $2.00. 
Deeply moving addresses on the Seven 
Last Words from the Cross. An ideal 
book for Lenten reading, in its effective 
plending of scholarship, mental stimu- 
lation and spiritual quickening. 


THE GOSPEL AND OUR WORLD, by 
Georgia Harkness. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 
$1.50. A challenging book which de- 
serves reading by both ministers and 
laymen. Clear analysis of the weak- 
ness of the church, with a memorable 
picture of the layman and his needs, and 
insight into the available resources and 
procedures for the strengthening of the 
church. 


THE WAY TO POWER AND POISE, 
by E. Stanley Jones. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury. $1.25. A “natural’’ for Lenten 
devotional reading, and for all the year. 
In the same manner as that of previous 
devotional manuals by Dr. Jones, short, 
thoughtful and forceful meditations, one 
page in length, are arranged for daily 
use throughout the year. 


NO COWARD SOUL, by David A. 
MacLennan. Oxford University Press. 
$3.00. A book of sermons admirably 
fulfilling John Ruskin’s definition of a 
sermon as “thirty minutes to wake the 
dead.”” These sermons take much less 
than thirty minutes to read, but they 
do awaken the mind and heart. They 
have both a mystic quality and con- 
stant practical helpfulness. 


MR. JONES MEET THE MASTER, by 
Peter Marshall. Revell. $2.50. Ser- 
mons unique, both in style and topo- 
graphy. In these addresses are to be 
found the characteristics of the author, 
unconventionality and pungency of ex- 
pression, evangelistic warmth, and per- 
suasive sincerity. The book includes 
many prayers delivered by Dr. Marshall 
as chaplain of the U. S: Senate. 


THE MATURE MIND, by H. A. Over- 
street. W. W. Norton. $2.95. This book 
has been deservedly at the top of the 
best selling non-fiction books in the 
United States during the fall of 1949. 
It is more specifically in the field of 
psychology than in that of religion. 
Nevertheless, it has profound value for 
the task of developing mature Christian 
personality. Rich, penetrating thinking, 
and eminently readable, as is everything 
that Prof. Overstreet writes. 


COME UNTO ME, by Charles Frank- 
lin Parker. Rinehart. $3.50. A book of 
magnificent large pictures, forty of 
them, which is also a book of personal 
devotion, with meditations and prayers 
and poems, interpreting the worshipful 
mood of the photographs. The photo- 
graphs are of scenes in the National 
Parks. 


ETERNAL VALUES IN RELIGION, 
by James Bissett Pratt. Macmillan. 
> o~ 


.25. A great legacy from a great mind 
and soul. Profound thought in simple 
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language on such central themes as 
Worship, Religion and the Mind, Mysti- 
cism. Notable introduction by Dean 
W. L. Sperry. 


THE GREAT REDEMPTION, by 
Chester Warren Quimbly. Macmillan. 
$2.50. A remarkable commentary on 
the Epistle to the Romans. The author 
takes what has often been a theological 
arsenal and makes it a living thing. 
Striking pictures of the Rome of Paul’s 
day, with equally arresting portrayal of 
the present day meanings of the epistle. 


DAY BY DAY WE MAGNIFY THEE, 
Compiled by Margaret Steiner and Percy 
Scott. Muhlenburg Press. $2.50. Daily 
meditations from the writings of Martin 
Luther, arranged for the church year. 
Assembles much of the marvelously vivid 
writings of Luther, timeless riches of 
thought and feeling. 


FAITH TO LIVE BY, by Alson J. 
Smith. Doubleday and Co. $2.50. In 
unacademic language, in the vernacular 
used by the millions in the United 
States, this book deals concretely with 
faith as a power in most of the chief 
realms of life, including work, mar- 
riage and the home, handicaps, lone- 
liness, fear, alcoholism. 


THE HIGHER HAPPINESS, by 
Ralph W. Sockman. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury. $2.00. A fresh treatment of the 
Beatitudes, original, arresting, incisive. 
First given as radio addresses over the 
National Radio Pulpit. 


JESUS THEN AND NOW, by Wil- 
lard L. Sperry. Harper & Bros. $2.50. 
A timely evaluation and interpretation 
of Jesus as an historical figure, whose 
life and teachings, rather than the 
speculative theological structures that 
were erected later, are the vital toun- 
dation of Christianity. Written in fasci- 
nating style. 


SIGNS OF HOPE, by Elton Trueblood. 
Harper & Bros. $1.00. Another short 
“Trueblood classic’? on a par with its 
widely read predecessors. Here is no 
romantic ‘‘optimism,’ but clear-eyed 
realism, which looks the worst in our 
world predicament in the face, and yet 
finds solid grounds for hope in religious 
realities. 


WHEN THE LAMP FLICKERS, by 
Leslie Weatherhead. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury. $2.50. Unusual sermons, written 
in direct, colloquial style, dealing con- 
cretely with many of the problems and 
perplexities of people in the present day. 
Marked by an engaging frankness and 
warmth of feeling. 





MITCHELL COLLEGE 
Statesville, North Carolina 
A co-educational institution distinc- 
tive in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded in 1856. Fully accredited 
academic work—first two years of 
college. Outstanding departments in 
music and _ business. Residence for 
women and single men. Liberal scholar- 
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TEACH US TO PRAY, by Charles 
Francis Whiston. Pilgrim Press. $2.50. 
A book of remarkable, practical help- 
fulness on the ‘‘How”’ of prayer. By its 
deep devotional spirit and detailed sug- 
gestions which come out of wide ex- 
perience the book lures the reader into 
the basic elements of the practice of 
praying. 


PRINCE OF EGYPT, by Dorothy 
Clarke Wilson. Westminster Press. 
$3.50. An absorbing novel on the life 
of Moses, in which the whole period 
and spread of life in ancient Egypt come 
to life. Story telling skill, reverence 
and religious insight all combine to 
make this a very rewarding novel. 


Columbia Senior Named Winner of 
Indiantown Country Church Award 


Hugh MacIntyre Linton, senior at 
Columbia Seminary, has been named 
this year’s winner of the Indiantown 
Country Church Award in that institu- 
tion. Mr. Linton is a son of the Wil- 
liam A. Lintons, missionaries to Korea, 
and he is a graduate of Erskine Col- 
lege. He is a candidate for missionary 
service in Korea. 

This $100 award goes annually to the 
member of the senior class at the semi- 
nary who is judged to have made the 
most outstanding record of work in a 
rural church or field during the summer 
months between his second and third 
seminary years. The Indiantown, S. C., 
church, in establishing the endowment 
several years ago, did so “with the hope 
and prayer that more of our worthy 
young men may catch a vision of the 
possibilities of the country church and 
dedicate the ministry of their lives to 
rural areas.’”’ 

Mr. Linton’s service last summer was 
in the Woods, Lebanon, Lafayette, Roa- 
noke and New Harmony churches in 
East Alabama Presbytery. 
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EDITORIAL 


Anything or Nothing 





Too often it is true that so long as 
the Session minutes are legible and show 
that the meeting was opened and closed 
with prayer, almost anything or nothing 
may happen and be approved year after 
year by the presbytery without excep- 
tion.—W. E. PRICE, Moderator of the 
General Assembly. 


College Book for US and USA 


Quite naturally, we are highly pleased 
to have the enthusiastic cooperation of 
Presbyterian USA educators and stu- 
dent leaders in producing the Going- 
to-College Handbook. (See page 4.) 
The recent resolution adopted in Cin- 
cinnati, which action has just been com- 
municated to us, offers an excellent 
opportunity in greater acquaintance and 
understanding between the two 
churches. 

The cooperation of pastors, Secre- 
taries of Christian Education and the 
heads of the US institutions with us in 
past years has been all that could have 
been asked. Now, because of the effec- 
tive use and popularity of the Hand- 
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book, the attractions of these colleges 
can be told all across the nation, and, 
at the same time, we can know better 
what Presbyterians, USA, are doing in 
their colleges and other educational in- 
stitutions. 

Faithful readers of these columns 
know that we are always urging and 
looking for good means by which to 
further Presbyterian understanding. We 
are sure that they will be glad with 
us that the enlarged use of the Col- 
lege Handbook will enable us to share 
so actively in so far-reaching a ven- 
ture 


Good Public Relations 


A recent action of the Assembly’s 
Board of Church Extension will be 
widely applauded. By this action the 
Board makes its Minutes available to 
the church papers as soon as possible 
after its meeting, thereby enabling the 
church at large to be kept informed of 
its work (See report, page 3). 

We have discussed the need of some 
such step as this in the past. We have 
contended that agencies of the church, 
engaged in the church’s business, will 
profit by the widest possible acquain- 
tance of the people with what they are 
doing. We have suggested that the 
day will come when the meetings of the 
agencies will be open to the church 
press, except where executive sessions 
are required, and all encouragement 
will be given those who would provide 
our people with the fullest possible in- 
formation. 

Such action as that taken by the 
Church Extension Board will certainly 
win confidence and appreciation on the 
part of many people across the church. 


The Congregation’s 





BUDGET, 1950-51 


IV. Two Special Items 

To the General Assembly. The Tabb 
Street church in Petersburg, Va., has an 
excellent plan which should be widely 
followed. The congregation’s budget 
specifies a sum each year to be used to 
send the pastor and one officer (elder 
or deacon), in case they are not being 
sent as commissioners, to the General 
Assembly. 

Attendance at the Assembly comes so 
rarely to the minister and even more 
rarely to the church officer that the Tabb 
Street plan has much to commend it. 
In this way ministers and officers can be 
given a feeling of being related con- 
eretely to the church’s on-going pro- 
gram because they are there where 
policies are being formed. 

To Montreat. Some churches do this 
and all should if possible: That is, they 
budget an adequate sum each year with 
which to send at least one person to the 
summer conferences at Montreat. This 
means Montreat—not simply the pres- 
bytery or synod conferences, but those 
at the Assembly’s center. One year it 
may be a man, next a woman, then a 


young person, on a revolving principle 
by which all types of church workers 
are given this great opportunity. Few 
things will pay a congregation higher 
returns than this kind of investment in 
its people. 

Why not include such items in your 
budget this year? 


The Reorganization 





28. WOMAN’S WORK, concluded 


We have seen that the Assembly has 
given our Board of Woman’s Work the 
greatest freedom it has ever had, pro- 
viding for it in the General Fund and 
setting it up independent of the agen- 
cies. But we recognize that this work 
does not enjoy the use of democratic 
channels with the possibility of the 
movement of representatives from 
lower to higher levels as most of our 
church and national organizations have. 
We have also been reminded that our 
chufch does not afford women as indi- 
viduals the full rights of participation 
in planning and executing its program. 

Consequently, we have rival budgets 
in many instances, with ‘the women” 
giving almost all the benevolences for 
a congregation and ‘‘the men” expected 
to give their money to pay the run- 
ning expenses of the church. Many peo- 
ple feel that a far better system is 
to assign the Women of the Church, 
as all other organizations, a definite 
part of the church’s budget for which 
it will be responsible. All regular gifts, 
then would go go through the one 
church treasury. Special gifts, of 
course, are another matter. 

We have also seen that this lack of 
coordination is shown by the fact that 
we have an Adult program and also 
one for the Women of the Church, yet 
we insist that women are adults. The 
Board of Education is given primary 
responsibility for the Adult program 
but it is recognized by all that in many 
respects the Women of the Church 
carry on our most comprehensive and 
most efficient adult program. 

At the same time, what is recognized 
as one of the greatest problems is that 
of enlisting the younger women in the 
program, while they are still young and 
earrying them along with a sustained 
and vital interest. 

Some arrangement whereby our 
church can project and sustain a far- 
reaching and inclusive program for all 
adults, giving them a deep religious 
experience, basic factual information, 
and linking them to the program of the 
church as well as to the great com- 
munity needs before us, remains to be 
developed. It is earnestly to be hoped 
that the splendid efforts of the existing 
organization for men and for women 
will open the way for this greater oppor- 
tunity which lies before us. 


NEXT WEEK—tThe Board of Church 
Extension. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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trated our darkness. It is not (always) 


We Still Have to Clean Our Glasses in the church, that he is not kept in fo- 


cus. It is in ourselves. We wait in vain 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN for God to strike through our blindness 


and smite us with his glory whether 





“Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God.”—Matt. 5:8. 


ZSIDE the immense telescope stands 
the little astronomer. There is 
nothing wrong with the instru- 
ment, but he cannot use it. All he can 
see through it is a spotty blur. The 
telescope was assembled from metals 
from ores from the ends of the earth. 
Its lenses were fused in far-away cruci- 
bles and ground by thousands of man- 
hours of labor. The mechanisms, so 
yast and yet so delicate, that swing 
the enormous weight as if it were a 
feather and focus the lens to follow any 
star across the sky—all have been de- 
veloped by engineers and inventors and 
craftsmen through centuries. This 
telescope is one of the flowerings of the 
best in the mind of men. It is all at 
the astronomer’s elbow, ready to his 
command, yet he cannot command . 
because his glasses are not clean. 
All the news the telescope can bring 
him from outer space comes to a dead- 
end a fraction of an inch before his 
eyes. Till he cleans and polishes his 
own spectacles the telescope will swing, 
useless and blind, because at this end 
of it there is no seeing eye. Not the 
whole sum of science and genius gleam- 
ing there in the telescope will save the 
observer from the humble chore of keep- 
ing his glasses clean. 





HARLES ADDAMS, cartoonist for 

The New Yorker, has done more 

than draw a picture of an incident 
in an observatory. He has presented 
us with a double parable. 

For the embarrassed astronomer is 
modern man. His machines are enor- 
mous and ingenious, all the resources of 
civilization are at his command, only 
he cannot command them. That phrase 
“resources of civilization’’ is a con- 
venient phrase; it includes technical 
skills, inventive genius, stupendous pil- 
ing-up of knowledge; it means the power 
man has always had and now has begun 
to use, the power not only of under- 
standing but of controlling the forces 
of the earth below and around and 
above him, even the forces of life itself. 
Modern man has at his disposal the 
libraries and laboratories of the world. 
Everything that human minds know, 
everything that human skills can ac- 
complish, powers and forces of which 
our forefathers never dreamed, are now 
waiting for us to command. We have 
all the equipment for greatness 
but we are not great. We have all the 
tools we need to'be the greatest century 
the race has known—but we are only 
the bloodiest. We know enough and 
we have enough to be the most fear- 
less and successful generation in his- 
tory—but we grovel before our bomb 
shelters, quarreling, hating and afraid. 
The telescope is there, all the grandeur 
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we will or no. We may stand in the 
very presence of revelation and see 
nothing but a blur. We may have at our 
disposal all the mechanisms of a great 
and faithful church. But without clean 
lenses of our own, we are blind. 
lf we do not see God, let us not blame 
him, nor the Bible, nor the church. 
None of these will save us that humble 
chore of polishing our own small 
glasses. For the heart is the lens by 
which alone we can see the Invisible 
and without the clean heart no 
man shall see God. 


which civilization can make possible is 
open to our gaze, but we cannot see it. 
The trouble is not in our civilization, 
it is closer home than that, it is more 
personal than that. Civilization will not 
work of itself. It will not do anything 
for those whose vision is dim. The sum 
of the resources of man’s mind and 
genius will not save us from the duty 
of keeping our vision clear. 


GAIN, that unusual telescope is a 
parable of yet higher things. The 
infinite Energy of all existence, the 

supernal Beauty “‘so ancient and so new” i 
(as St. Augustine said), the Truth that Th I 

undergirds all truths, the eternal Love e nquiring 
and boundless Wisdom controlling all 


things—GOD himself, invisible to man’s Reporter Asks 


unaided sight, yet blazing in splendor 











unimaginable, Light of Lights, unap- In connection with Dr. Marion’s 
proachable and full of glory, ‘“‘beyond discussion in our Jan. 16 issue, do 
the farthest mortal eye can scan’’—by you think segregation is Christian? 


his gracious will he can be seen, he has 
revealed himself to the eye of man. Yet 
how few have seen him! Many look 
with unseeing eye into the black void 
and say, I see him not, God there is 
none. Others press their eye to the 
telescope, but the God they see is not 
what the telescope shows, it is only the 
dim and dirty pattern of their own im- 
perfect sight. The blots they see upon 
God are their own, not his. The tele- 
scope of Revelation is there. All that the OLOF ANDERSON, Jr., Minister, 
law and the prophets and apostles have ouisville, Ky.—When, in my mind’s 
spoken, yes, even the clear and flawless °Y®: I can see over the entrance of the 
lens of the Incarnate Word, the God Kingdom of God these words, ‘No 
made flesh, in whom the Far is brought Negroes Allowed,” then and only then 
near, bringing to a focus within man’s Will I accept segregation as Christian. 
sight the Infinite and Invisible—here Dr. Marion is right. 

is all that man needs in order to see 


God. And the church, that humble but BELHAVEN 
necessary mechanism, servant of the 

Revelation, following the majesty of the COLLEGE 
movements of God is ever keeping all in 








Continued from Jan. 30 

T. E. VEITCH, Layman, Starkville, 
Miss.—Segregation is Christian, espe- 
cially under many circumstances. It 
promotes speedier advancement of the 
total overall position of the Kingdom. 
It is fair to both races involved and 
tends to promote peace among Chris- 
tians. 





focus and in line with the eye of man. For Women 

God is there, and the Revealing which Meets— 

he himself has ordained, and the church The Demands of Parents 

in time with the moving purpose of the The Needs of Students 
Almighty, by whose ministry his beauty Maintains— 

and goodness and truth are brought to Christian Atmosphere 

the wondering eye of man. Yet we do Well-rounded Educational Pro 
not see God, though he is there to be gram 

seen. 


Moderate Expense 





4E FAULT is not in him, that he is Write: ’ : ; 
not there. It is not in the revela- G. T. Gillespie, President, | 


tion, that his light has not pene- Jackson, Mississippi. 











QUEENS COLLEGE 


A tiberal arts college which offers young 
women triining for numerots vocations. 
Fully accredited. 


Write THE REGISTRAR for information. 
HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 























PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high schools. Transfer, 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. Program develops self-control, 
academic efficiency, spirtual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 
ment, beautiful campus. Glee Club, Sports. All courses accredited. Applica- 
tions for 1950-1951 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 

William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 











Southwestern at Memphis 


Striving for the best in education and in 
spiritual values. 

An excellent investment for enduring and 
rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hu- 
man lives, 


Peyton N. Rhodes, President. 














“‘IN WISDOM AND STATURE ...”’ 


Remember 
Christian Education Day 
February 19, 1950 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


John R. Cunningham, President. 











Centennial Year, 1949-50 
AUSTIN COLLEGE 


100th Consecutive Year 


Strong, progressive, fully accredited. 
four-year senior college. 
Christian Education. 
President. 


Co-educational, 
Serving the Church through 
Write for catalog. W. B. Guerrant, 











WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


Fulton, Missouri 


A Presbyterian College for Men 
Christian. 


Nearly a century of proved ability to 
meet current needs and retain the 
values of a liberal education that is 


MARY BALDWIN 
COLLEGE 


STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 


Oldest Southern Presbyterian Col- 


lege for Women Thoroughness in instruction 


Friendliness on the campus 
Sound personal guidance 


For information write: 
FRANK B. LEWIS 
President 


Write for catalogue and information 
William W. Hall, Jr., Ph. D., Pres. 














Hampden-Sydney College 
1776-1950 

In view of the number of applications 

received for session of 1950-51, those de- 


siring to enter at that time should apply 
immediately. 





EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Moseley Gets New 
State Agency Post 


Texas News Letter 


Next to the highest paying job in the 
Texas state government was accepted 
in January by John D. Moseley, 34-year- 
old Presbyterian layman. One-time 
leader of the Presbyterian General As- 
sembly’s Youth Council, Moseley hag 
taken up his duties as executive direc- 
tor of the new Legislative Council, with 
a salary of $11,000 a year, which is 
next to that of the Governor. The 
council will serve as the legislature’s 
fact-finding agency, reporting on the 
problems of state institutions, hospitals, 
special schools, higher education and go 
on. Moseley comes to his new work 
from the federal Budget Bureau in 
Washington. His first positions of lead- 
ership in church affairs included the 
presidency of young people in the Synod 
of Texas, from which he moved to 
head of the Assembly’s council. His 
wife, the former Sarah Bernice Honea, 
formerly served on the staff of the Uni- 
versity church in Austin. Both have 
continued an active leadership in the 
church on the congregational level and 
in wider areas. 


Plans Progress for Development of 
Mo-Ranch; Conferences Scheduled 

Trustees and friends of Mo-Ranch, 
Texas’ conference center, received the 
report of Franklin Flato, campaign 
chairman, that cash and pledges have 
reached more than $836,935 on their 
$750,000 objective. The trustees plan 
to use the first of the money received 
to retire the indebtedness on the prop- 
erty. The projected development of the 
newly-acquired property is being 
mapped by a professional city planner 
employed by the site planning commit- 
tee of which Col. Joe Hannen is chair- 
man. Chief change in next summer’s 
conference schedule calls for a combi- 
nation of the World Missions and Bible 
conferences into one as a ‘‘Conference 
on the World Mission of the Church.” 
William M. Logan, Kerrville pastor, will 
be the director, and the conference will 
be sponsored jointly by the Assembly’s 
Board of World Missions and the Mo- 
Ranch conference committee. 


Westminster Encampment Transferred 
To Schreiner Institute Officials 

After more than-50 years’ service to 
the church as a center for inspiration 
and the training of leaders, Westminster 
Encampment at Kerrville has_ been 
given over to educational purposes as 
a part of Schreiner Institute, its next- 
door neighbor. Synod authorized the 
transfer last October and final arrange- 
ments were completed January 17. As 
a result of this interest on the part of 
the synod in the institution made possi- 
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ble by the dream and generosity of his 
father, Gus Schreiner of Kerrville has 
given Mo-Ranch, the new conference 
center, $25,000. 


Clergy Confidences Become an 
Issue in Eastland Court Case 

James W. McClain, Eastland, Texas, 
Episcopal minister, who once won radio 
fame as “Dr. I. Q.,’’ was recently in- 
yolved in what could have led to possi- 
ble contempt of court proceedings. It 
concerned the murder trial of Mrs. Elva 
Moad, with whom McClain had talked 
after the killing of her estranged hus- 
pand. When the possibility of calling 
McClain to testify was presented he in- 
sisted that clergymen cannot be called 
to repeat in court any information given 
in confidence. The Dallas Episcopal 
Diocese pledged its help if needed. It 
also asked the Bar Association of Texas 
and other interested bodies to recognize 
“the necessity ard advisability for leg- 
islation’? which would designate confi- 
dential communication between clergy- 
men and laymen in the course of a 
pastoral relationship as ‘‘privileged.’’ 
In the Moad case the jury brought in 
a verdict for acquittal. 


Federal and State Aid to 
Church Institutions Opposed 
Methodists and Baptists in Texas re- 
cently had to face the question of fed- 
eral aid to church institutions. The 
executive board of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas adopted a report 
urging its nine schools and five hos- 
pitals to shun federal or state aid. 
Methodists in the Dallas district con- 
ference expressed their opposition, as- 
serting that such aid would be a wedge 
leading to a breakdown of the nation’s 
traditional separation of church and 
state. In a report on the spiritual state 
of the church, the conference said, 
“Many agree that federal aid is needed 
for public education—due to dispropor- 
tionate distribution of wealth among 
the states, but that federal aid should 
not be granted to sectarian schools is 
also the firm conviction of many. Strong 
pressure will be exerted by some citi- 
zens on behalf of parochial schools.’’ 


Here and There 
Among the Churches 
John Knox church in Pleasant Grove, 
a Dallas suburb, was organized in De- 
cember with 105 charter members... . 
The East Dallas church has changed 
its name to North Ridge and moved 
into the first unit of its new building 
on a MNnine-acre tract. . Another 
church to serve Latin Americans in 
Dallas will be called the Church of the 
Good Shepherd. .Sixty-four names 
appear on a petition to organize the 
Wilshire church in Austin. . . .In- 
vestigations are being made in Andrews 
with a view to organizing a church 
there. Thomas P. Murphy, retired, is 
assisting the home missions committee 
of El Paso Presbytery in this work. 
. Westminster church, Lubbock, will 
celebrate its third birthday by becom- 
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ing fully self-supporting. . . .The 
Levelland church dedicated a new edu- 
cational building late in January. ; 
In Ft. Worth, Broadway church and five 
others in the area of Texas Christian 
University recently conducted a pro- 
gram of fellowship evangelism. 


Poll Shows Texans Insisting upon 
Prayer and Christian Teachings 


Texans believe that the best way to 
world peace is through prayer and the 
observance of the teachings of Christ. 
At least this was reported as a result 
of a public opinion survey conducted 
by the Texas Poll. One out of every 
three persons questioned replied with 
the Christian prescription for peace. 
Fewer than one out of every ten sug- 
gested strengthening the United Na- 
tions or gave military preparedness as 
“the most important thing.’ The poll 
showed: 32% stresseA prayer and 
Christian living, six per cent said 
strengthen the UN, and four per cent 
said keep well armed. (RNS) 


Austin College Observes 
Religious Emphasis Week 


J. Martin Singleton, Brownsville min- 
ister; Louanna Roach, DRE of the Mid- 
land First church; Mr. and Mrs. Jan 
Owen, of the Crockett church, formed 
the team which led Austin College’s Re- 
ligious Emphasis Week in early Feb- 
ruary. 


Miscellany 


Jehovah’s Witnesses have filed a 
$100,000 suit in the U. S. District 
Court at Sherman against the nearby 
City of Gainesville, alleging that the 
city refused them the use of the com- 
munity building for a meeting last fall. 

.Southern Baptists now have title 
to 1,000 acres near Glorietta, New 
Mexico, which they expect to develop 
as a ‘‘Western Assembly” like Ridge- 
crest in North Carolina. It will serve 
Baptists in 21 southern and western 
states. .Church of Christ ministers 
in Dallas and elsewhere are waging a 
public opinion campaign, since their 
evangelists were recently stoned out of 
four Italian towns, insisting that the 
Italian government accord full ‘“re- 
ligious freedom for all, Catholics in- 
cluded.”’ .Texas Methodists will 
erect a $450,000 student center near 


the University of Texas campus and an- 


other, less costly, at San Marcos. 
R. MATTHEW LYNN. 
Midland. 





Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration. One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School. 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 

















THE 
Struggle 
FOR 
Religious Liberty 


The James Sprunt Lectures 
for 1950 
by 
Roland Herbert Bainton 


Dr. Bainton 


Titus Street Professor of Eccle- 
siastical History, Yale Divinity 


School, New Haven, Conn. 


AUXILIARY LECTURES 
“The Doctrines of Grace—in Tradi- 
tion and Contemporary Thought” 
by 
Norman Dunning, President, Ha- 
worth Hall, University College, Kings- 
ton-upon-Hull, England 
“The Power of God for Today” 
by 
James A. Jones, pastor, Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, 


North Carolina 


Union Theological 


Seminary 
Richmond 27, Virginia 


February 26-March 3 
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When You Make Your Will— 


There’s one Beneficiary you won't want to overlook. 


Perhaps you have taken an active part in the work 
of the Church while living. Or maybe you have not 
done as much of that sort of thing as you should. 
In either case, when you make your will you have 
the opportunity of giving a Legacy from your estate 
to carry on the work that you can no longer do. 


If you wish to name the Board of World Missions in 


your will, the following form of bequest should be 
used: 


“T give, devise and bequeath to the Board of World 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, a corporation organized under the laws of the 
State of Tennessee, with offices at Nashville, Tennes- 
see, the sum of (or the following 
property, to wit: ——_ : | 








For full information and assistance in making a bequest to 
Foreign Missions, write to 


CURRY B. HEARN, Treasurer 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tennessee 





LET YOUR LAWYER DRAW YOUR WILL 


Perhaps you have put off this privilege of disposing of 
your property exactly in accordance with your wishes. 
Perhaps your will should be re-written to meet changing 
conditions. In either event, consult your attorney. 
Only a good lawyer can give your will the legal atten- 
tion it must have to avoid serious mistakes. e 











MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

G. Dana Waters, of the Pryor Street 
church, Atlanta, Ga., is the new pastor 
of the West Avenue church, Charlotte, 
N. C. Address: 105 South Cedar &t. 

S. Evans Brown, Central church, An- 
derson, S. C., has accepted a call to the 
First church, Corpus Christi, Texas, ef- 
fective in mid-February. 

David Shepperson from El Dorado, 
Ark., to the First church, Taylor, Texas. 

Edwin Walthall associate pastor of 
the Second church, Houston, Texas, has 
become pastor of the Navasota, Texas, 
church. 

Fred V. Poag from Alexandria, Va., 
to 3101 Amherst Ave., Columbia, S. C. 
(Shandon church.) 

Harry L. Price from Marion, S. C., to 
906 Nelson St., Staunton, Va. (Third 
church.) 

John M. Williams, retired minister, 
from Crystal Springs, Miss., to Apt. 247, 
7803 Devonshire, Dallas, Texas. 

B. A. Meeks, Knoxville, Tenn., is the 
new pastor of the Crosset, Ark., church. 

James I. Paisley, former missionary to 
Korea, has begun his new work as pas- 
tor of the Nashville, Ark., church, be- 
ing installed Feb. 5. 

Preson Peek Phillips, Jr., reported 
here as going from Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., 
to Bob Jones University, is there to re- 
sume his studies toward his Ph. D. de- 
gree in Biblical languages. Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillips hope to go to the mission field 
next year in Bible translation work. 

Luther L. Price, city missionary for 
St. Johns Presbytery, has for his ad- 
dress: 2261 N. W. 58th St., Miami 38, 
Fla. 








DEATH 

Thomas Travis Trimble, 87, died at 
his home in Bunkie, La., Nov. 29. After 
earlier pastorates in Missouri and Ar- 
kansas, Mr. Trimble became pastor at 
Bunkie where he served from 1919 until 
his retirement in 1935. 


SUPPLY PASTOR 

Wallace M. Alston, vice-president of 
Agnes Scott College, is temporary sup- 
ply pastor of Atlanta’s North Avenue 
church. 


HONORED 

Hunter B. Blakely, president of 
Queens College, Charlotte, N. C., was 
elected chairman of the administrative 
board of the Commission on Christian 
Higher Education of the Association of 
American Colleges. This election took 
place at the recent meeting in Cincin- 
nati. Dr. Blakely, by this election, also 
becomes a member of the executive com- 
mittee of the National Protestant Coun- 
cil on Higher Education representing 40 
denominations and 740 state, provincial, 
county and city councils. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The Fight for Christian Freedom 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 19 
Acts 15:1-6, 22-29; Galatians 2:16. 


There are times when we all have 
to fight, not with our fists or with guns, 
but with words and ideas and some- 
times with votes. Over and over again 
we must fight for freedom against bond- 
age, for truth against error, for justice 
against injustice, for right against 
wrong. In this struggle, the battle of 
words, the battle of ideas, the battle 
of votes, is just as important, often 
more so, and more far-reaching in its 
effects than the battle fought with tanks 
and, planes. This battle for truth, 
for freedom, for the right, this battle 
for the opinions of mankind, this battle 
for right legislative decisions, is an un- 
ending one in which all of us must 
play a part. But there are critical pe- 
riods when a decision will affect our 
whole future life and the lives of other 
people for generations to come. 

Paul had to fight a battle of this 
sort soon after he returned from his 
first missionary journey to Antioch. 


I. What Caused the Fight? 


Men came from the mother church 
in Jerusalem (we call them Judaizers) 
and told the members of the predomi- 
nantly Gentile church in Antioch that 
it was not enough to believe in Jesus; 
that they could not be saved unless, 
in addition, they were circumcised, ob- 
served the Jewish Sabbath and the Jew- 
ish dietary laws (which meant among 
other things that they could eat no 
pork), unless they observed other prac- 
tices which were intended to regulate 
the whole life of the ancient Jews; un- 
less, in short, they were willing to be- 
come Jews. 

Paul and Barnabas opposed this no- 
tion with all the force of their being. 
They said that a man was saved if he 
believed in Jesus as the Son of God, 
and that if he held this belief he was 
free from all the rules and regulations 
which the Judaizers were seeking to 
fasten upon him. 

Writing on this very issue later to 
the Galatians (members of the churches 
which he had founded on his first mis- 
sionary journey), Paul argues strenu- 
ously ‘that a man is not justified by 
the works of the law but through faith 
in Jesus Christ.’” The word ‘‘to justify” 
was then a legal term, used in the law 
courts, and meaning ‘“‘to acquit.’””’ What 
Paul said, in effect, was this: Every 
man must stand some day before the 
judgment bar of God. No man can 
hope to be acquitted in that day if he 
chooses to stand on his own record, the 
words that he has spoken, the works 
that he has done. No matter how stren- 
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uously he has sought to live up to the 
legal requirements of the accepted re- 
ligious code he has fallen short of God’s 
requirements in so many particulars 
that he will certainly be convicted. Our 
only hope, said Paul, is to trust in 
Jesus, to seek to identify our lives with 
his. If we do this, he continued, it 
is not necessary to burden ourselves 
with a detailed code of conduct, the 
Mosaic Law or any other. To attempt 
to do so, is to miss the real meaning 
of the gospel. Specifically, all this 
meant that it was not necessary for 
a Gentile to think as a Jew, to worship 
as a Jew, to live as a Jew, to join the 
Jewish church to become a Christian. 

The Judaizers retorted that Paul’s 
doctrine meant that a man was free 
to do as he pleased; that he could lie 
and cheat and take advantage of his fel- 
lowman and still claim that he was 
“‘saved’’ because he believed in Jesus. 

Paul replied, No, this is not true, be- 
cause no man can believe in Jesus un- 
less he seeks to live as Jesus would 
have him live, unless he believes in 
those two great commandments which 
Jesus gave to his disciples: ‘‘You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind. This is the great and 
first commandment. And a second is 
like it, You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. On these two command- 
ments depend all the law and the proph- 
ets (Mt. 22:34-5).” And a man who 
loves God and his fellowman will do 
all the things that are really necessary, 
things which go beyond the “law,” 
things which can never be put down in 
black and white. 

When children are young, parents lay 
down a great many rules and regula- 
tions. The children are too young to 
think, so the parents do the thinking 
for them. But as the children become 
older they begin to make their own 
decisions; they have to make them 
whether they wish to or not; for par- 
ents couldn’t make rules that would 
tell the child what to do in every situa- 
tion that arose, even if they wanted to. 
As a matter of fact, all parents want 
their children to be wise enough, good 
enough, and strong enough to make 
their own decisions and to make the 
right decisions. According to Paul, 
people will make right moral decisions, 
will meet every situation in accordance 
with God’s will, if they accept Jesus 
Christ as their Savior and Lord and 
love God and their fellowmen as he 
taught them to do. In this case God’s 
own Spirit, the Holy Spirit, will guide 


them and enable them to decide aright 
whatever the issue may be (See Paul’s 
argument on this point in Galatians 
5-6). 


II. How the Fight Came Out 


As the Judaizing brethren were not 
convinced by Paul’s arguments, the 
church in Antioch appointed Paul and 
Barnabas to go to Jerusalem to dis- 
cuss the matter thoroughly with the 
church and the apostles who were there 
and see if they could reach an agree- 
ment. Otherwise there would be a bad 
split—two groups in the church fight- 
ing each other, instead of fighting to- 
gether for Christ against the devil. 

So Paul and Barnabas went down to 
Jerusalem, met with the church, and 
began to tell them what had happened 
in Antioch, and of how Gentiles who 
believed in Jesus were flocking into the 
churches which they had founded on 


- their recent missionary journey. 


Some of the Judaizers bounded up 
and said, ‘“‘It is not enough for these 
Gentiles to believe in Jesus; they must 
also become Jews and eat and dress 
and live just as we do.” 

The apostles then determined to call 
a council that it might settle the im- 
portant issue which had been raised. 

The council met on the following day, 
the first great council of the church. 
All of the apostles were there, together 
with the elders of the mother church, 
along with the representatives of the 
church in Antioch. Members of the con- 
gregation were also there and had a 
part in the final decision. 

The chairman of the meeting (or 
Moderator, as we would have called 
him) was James, one of Jesus’ four 
brothers, the only brother besides Jude 
who played a prominent part in the 
church. He was such a good man that 
everyone in Jerusalem, whether they 
were Christians or not, called him 
James the Just. It is said that he 
prayed so much on his knees that they 
became calloused like a camel’s. Years 
later when one of the great persecu- 
tions against the Christians broke out 
in Jerusalem we are told that they took 
this good man, whom the common peo- 
ple loved, and threw him down from 
the top of the temple; the fall did not 
kill him, so they stoned him and finally 
knocked his brains out with a club. 

After James opened the meeting of 
the Jerusalem Council, there was a pe- 
riod of free debate, in which the sub- 
ject was discussed pro and con. At 
last Peter arose. Roman Catholics say 
that when Jesus died Peter became the 
head of the church, that he was Christ’s 
representative or vicar, and that the 
bishops of Rome, the popes, are his 
successors, infallible when they speak 
officially as head of the church, and 
whom everyone in the church must 
obey. There is no basis whatsoever for 
this claim. Peter was the leading man 
in the church by the sheer force of his 
personality. But he wasn’t any pope. 
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When he argued the church weighed 
his arguments and decided whether or 
not they would accept what he said. 
There are times when the church calls 
him to account (Acts 11:1-18), and 
when Paul rebukes him to his face (Gal. 
2:11-14). There is no evidence that 
he ever became bishop of Rome or that 
he ever claimed or possessed any par- 
ticular authority in the church, or that 
he ever sought to give such authority 
as he had anyone else. And there wasn’t 
any pope in the church for more than 
400 years. 

On this occasion Peter argued that he 
had baptized Cornelius, a Gentile, and 
that the church did not require him 
to become a Jew; that all these rules 
and regulations which the Judaizers in- 
sisted upon were hard enough even for 
the Jews to observe; and that it would 
be unwise to impose them upon the 
Gentiles; and that, after all, they be- 
lieved that they were saved not by ob- 
serving all these ancient customs but by 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

The people were deeply impressed by 
the words of Peter and when Barnabas 
and Paul arose they listened in silence 
to the gripping tale they had to tell 
of how the Gentiles were pressing into 
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the Kingdom and of the many wonder- 
ful things which God had enabled them 
to do. 

When they had finished, James arose 
and reminded the congregation that this 
movement which Peter had begun and 
which was now being carried on by 
Paul and Barnabas had been foretold 
by the Old Testament prophets; that 
these farseeing men had looked forward 
to the time when not only Jews but 
all men everywhere know the one true 
God and would begin to live in accord- 
ance with his commandments. He pro- 
posed, therefore, that Gentiles be not 
required to live like Jews, but that they 
be asked voluntarily to refrain from 
doing certain things which were par- 
ticularly obnoxious to the Jews, and 
which would make it difficult for Jews 
and Gentiles to sit down at the same 
table together—that they be asked to 
live clean, moral lives, and not to eat 
food which had been offered to idols, 
or meat which still had the blood in 
it. 

This last request seems a little 
strange. We have to remember that 
the dietary laws of the Jews would not 
let them eat meat until all the blood 
had been drained out of it. Orthodox 
Jews still follow this practice. Prob- 
ably you have passed a Jewish store 
and observed three Hebrew letters on 
the window. These three letters spell 
Kosher and indicate that Jews can buy 
meat there without the blood. Church 
suppers, called Love Feasts, were held 
regularly in the early days of the 
church. The Lord’s Supper was ob- 
served at the end of this common meal, 
not during the church service as we do 
at the present time. If the Gentile 
Christians insisted on serving meat with 
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the blood in it at these love feasts, 
then the Jewish Christians felt that 
they were excluded. So James’ resolu- 
tion asked the Gentile Christians to 
give up some of their privileges, some 
of the things which did not seem very 
important to them, in order that Jew- 
ish Christians might not be offended, 
and that all Christians might sit down 
at a common table, particularly the 
table of the Lord. 

This seemed like a wise decision to 
the whole council. It was approved 
unanimously and everyone was happy. 


Ill. What the Fight Means to Us 


The Jerusalem Council met a long 
time ago, but it is important for us 
today. The decision of the coun¢il 
made it plain for all time that we are 
saved by faith in Christ and that it ig 
a faith which works through love. No 
individual and no church has a right 
to add anything to that as an essential 
for salvation (no rite, no practice, no 
doctrine). No one today would think 
of saying that circumcision 
sary, or the ancient dietary 
the Jews. 
particular 


rules of 
It is more likely to be some 
form of baptism, or some 
theory of apostolic succession, or some 
particular doctrine of the atonement. 
Our church follows the apostlic example 
and makes the requirement for mem- 
bership very simple. The heart of them 
is found in the two following ques- 
tions: ‘‘Do you believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God and 
Savior of sinners, and do you receive 
and rest upon him alone for salvation 
as he is offered in the gospel? Do you 
now resolve and promise, in humble re 
liance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
that you will endeavor to live as be- 
cometh the followers of Christ?” 

The Jerusalem Council also reveals 
how Christians should go about settling 
their differences. Listen carefully to 
both sides. Don’t surrender truth, but 
make compromises on non-essential 
points where it is necessary to preserve 
the peace. Be willing to give up some 
of your rights if love for your brother 
demands it. Remember that we are 
saved by faith, but true faith in Jesus 
Christ is a faith that works through 
love. 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re 
ligious Education.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


JEWS IN TRANSITION. By Rabbi 
Albert I. Gordon. University of Minne- 
sota Press, Minneapolis. 331 pages, 
$4.00. 





The study of a given minority group, 
if made in the abstract, can easily be- 
come a dull matter of statistical tables, 
but if taken in a sample cross section 
it can becOme a very human story. So 
with the American Jew. This book is 
a study of the Jewish community in 
Minneapolis, written by a rabbi of that 
city who is well qualified to speak and 
who tells his tale well. He traces the 
origins, development and growth of the 
community, and sketches its changing 
attitudes toward Jewish customs and 
practices as it grows farther from its 
old-world roots. While there are sta- 
tistics, the approach is not statistical 
but human and, abundantly documented 
with actual case histories as it is, it 
makes exceedingly interesting reading. 

If it is in any sense true that under- 
standing promotes brotherhood, the non- 
Jew especially ought to read this book. 
It will tell him a great deal about Jewish 
observances, beliefs and problems as the 
Jew himself sees them and, what is more 
important, it will give him a new sym- 
pathy for his Jewish neighbor. 

JOHN BRIGHT. 

Richmond, Va. 


THE PERENNIAL SCOPE OF PHIL- 
OSOPHY. By Karl Jaspers, translated 
by Ralph Manheim. Philosophical Li- 
brary, New York. 188 pp. $3.00. 


A foremost existentialist thinker 
(now teaching at Basel, Switzerland) 
considers the relation of philosophy to 
the spiritual need .of our time. Believ- 
ing that eternal truth is in the Bible, but 
that modern culture has lost communi- 
cation with it, he pleads for a new 
“philosophical faith’? based upon Bibli- 
cal religion yet freed from its exclusiv- 
ism and rigid dogma. Jaspers’ strong, 
but unconventional, defense of spiritual 
realities is very striking; and there are 
profound suggestions for theological re- 
thinking. A tremendously meaningful 
book. 

JAMES OVERHOLSER. 

Greenwood, S. C. 
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JAN’S VICTORY. 
Bowen. Longmans, Green and Co., New 
York. 169 pages. $2.25. 

Here is a story worth reading. Its 
value is more than the entertainment 
of a well written book. The author, out 
of a rich experience with the American 
Friends Service Committee in recon- 
struction work, writes against an au- 
thentic background. By relating the ex- 
periences of a Dutch family returning 
home to Walcheren Island after the war 
she opens to us who were relatively un- 
touched by the war, the hearts and 
minds of those who lived through it. We 
see what is going on inside the people 
because of what has gone on around 
them. 

While it awakens sympathy and un- 
derstanding, it brings a hopeful note. 
As the ugliness left by bomb and flood 
yield to the courageous efforts and re- 
sume a degree of the former beauty we 
see the ugliness of hatred and resent- 
ment melt into forgiveness and under- 
standing. 

This will make good reading for teen 
agers. A review of it would make a 
good program for a youth group. 

R. MATTHEW LYNN. 

Midland, Texas. 


By Betty Morgan 


SOMETHING TO STAND ON. By 
Lewis L. Dunnington. The Macmillan 
Co., New York. 184 pp., $2.50. 

This book presents as new, the old 
arguments of the Unitarians and the 
Universalists. We should be very thank- 
ful we are able to stand on the Scrip- 
tures as interpreted by the creed of the 
Westminster Divines, rather than the 
arguments presented in this book. A 
good scientific course in exegesis would 
have saved the author from writing the 
book. 

STEPHEN T. HARVIN. 

Jacksonville, Fla. 


THE SMALL SECTS IN AMERICA. 
By Elmer T. Clark. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury, Nashville, Tenn., 256 pp., $3. This 
is a revised and enlarged edition of a 
work which is indispensable as a refer- 
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ence book or for anyone who wishes to 
understand the growth and development 
of the smaller religious bodies in this 
country. 


BEST BIBLE VERSES. Compiled by 
H. H. Halley, Chicago. 495 pp., $2. 
Verses from each book in the Bible in 
turn; then verses under various topics. 
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Contemporary Thinking about Paul—An 
Anthology. Thomas S. Kepler. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury. $4.00. : 

No Coward Soul. David A. MacLennan. 
Oxford University Press. $3.00. 

Live a New Life. David Guy Powers. 
Doubleday & Co., Inc. $2.45. 

Don’t Call a Man a Dog. 
Judy Publishing Co. -$2.50. 

Personalities in Social Reform. G. Brom- 
ley Oxnam. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.00. 

Our Religious Traditions. Sterling P. 
Lampreche, Harvard University Press. 
$2.00. 

Man’s Destiny in Eternity. By Nine 
World Thinkers. The Beacon Press. $2.75. 

Fundamental Moral Attitudes. Dietrich 
von Hildebrand. Longmans, Green & Co. 
$1.75. 

Lift High That Banner! William M. 
Elliott, Jr. John Knox Press. $2.00. 

Early Christians of the 2ist Century. 
Chad Walsh. Harper. $2.00. 

The Apostolic Fathers:.An American 
Translation. Edgar J. Goodspeed. Harper. 
$3.75. 
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Theological Education in Our Church 


Our General Assembly asked: 


(1) ‘*‘That churches and presbyteries be urged to increasing diligence in 
presenting the claims of the ministry upon young men who, in their 
Christian life and service, give evidence of graces and gifts suitable 
to the ministry.”’ 


‘That Presbyteries are exhorted to exert all their legitimate power to 
cause their students to go through the curriculum of our own semi- 
naries before studying in learned institutions without our bounds.”’ 


‘That supporting synods of the various seminaries give consideration 

and study of the work and needs of their seminaries to the end of 
obtaining a closer relationship with them and a better support of 
them.’’ 


Our SEMINARY PRESIDENTS report: 


Hundreds of churches throughout our General Assembly are vacant and 
searching in vain for ministers. 


The candidates for the ministry enrolled today in our theological semi- 
naries are not sufficient in number to meet the demands of a growing 
church for ministers to supply the pulpits vacant today and the pulpits 
of new churches which should be organized immediately. 


In our complex world theological education dare not be other than good 
education, if ministers are to be trained adequately. 


That it is necessary for all churches to give more generous financial 
support to the work of our seminaries in order that a larger number of 
ministers may be properly prepared for the leadership which will be 
demanded of them. 


The Question for Us: 


What will we do about equipping more and better laborers for the harvest which is still so plenteous? 





For further informaticn address our Seminaries or 
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